
 

MITCHELL ELEMENTARY PTA WELCOMES YOU 

 

Dear New Mitchell Family: 

 

Welcome to Mitchell Elementary School!  

 

We are so excited you are joining our wonderful school community.  We know the 
process of starting any age student at a new school can be overwhelming and 
intimidating, so I, as the New Families Liaison for Mitchell Elementary, am here to 
do what I can to make the transition as easy as possible. Please don’t hesitate to 
reach out at any time with any questions, issues, or concerns you may have. I can 
help by answering questions about Mitchell Elementary, introduce you to our 
Parent Teacher Association (PTA), provide information about extra-curricular 
activities, and connect you with various contacts and resources in our community.  

 

We hope this Bobcat Welcome Kit is a good start. It includes a variety of Mitchell 
information to get you and your child ready to begin your new journey with our 
Mitchell family.  Please feel free to contact me for any assistance you may need.  

 

Again, welcome to Mitchell Elementary!   

 

Elizabeth Vocke 

New Families Liaison 

Mitchell Elementary PTA 
 

elizabeth@evokestrategy.com 

 (813) 240-0791 (cell)  

 

 

Our School Motto: “To Be Your Best, Give Your Best!” 



 

 

 

There are so many ways to be in the “know” about happenings at your new school: 
 

Join the PTA. Membership is $6 and quarterly evening meetings are optional for you 
to attend. It’s a great way to hear from Mitchell administration and PTA board about 
 current and upcoming events. Contact Monica Canale at monicacanale@gmail.com. 
 

Find Mitchell PTA and Mitchell Elementary on the Web. Log on to the new 
Mitchell PTA website at www.mitchellelementaryPTA.org/ and also the school website 
at http://mitchell.mysdhc.org/ where there is a great deal of information about the 
school and upcoming events to keep parents up to date.  
 

Sign up for Bobcast Blasts. Weekly updates of school events are sent every 
Wednesday via email.  Please visit the Mitchell PTA website at 
www.mitchellelementaryPTA.org/stay-in-touch to sign up for the service.  
 

Read the Bobcat Banter.  The monthly newsletter is distributed within the Bobcat 
Blast and contains in depth articles about students, faculty, PTA and school events. 
Hard copies can be sent home with students upon request. Please visit the Mitchell 
PTA website at www.mitchellelementaryPTA.org/stay-in-touch to sign up. For more 
information please email secretary@mitchellelementarypta.org.  
 

Find us on Facebook. Find us, Like us, and Ask us anything on our FACEBOOK page. 
Go to: www.facebook.com/MitchellElementaryPTATampa. It’s that easy! 

 

Meet with All Pro Dads. Connect once a month before school at a breakfast with 
dads and your children to talk, create memories, and maintain a bond with your child. 
Visit the school's chapter website to see how- www.allprodad.com/3350 or contact 
David Maddux at david.maddux@gmail.com for more information. 

 

Join the Dads Club. Father figures have an important role in our children’s school 
world. See how you can be a part of it! Visit the school website at 
http://mitchell.mysdhc.org/ and click on the “Dad’s Club” link or contact Bill Bland at 
blanbill@gmail.com or 813-380-2058 for more information.        

 

Become a Bobcat Buddy. Mitchell pairs an adult buddy with a Mitchell student for a 
half hour of weekly tutoring.  It’s a great opportunity to make a difference in the life 
of a Bobcat and to get connected.  For more information contact Bill Bland at 
blanbill@gmail.com or 813-380-2058.   

          

Get on the Homeroom Parent Distribution List. Ask your child’s homeroom 
teacher to give the class homeroom parent your preferred contact information to    
connect with him/her and also be added to the class communication list. 

http://www.mitchellelementarypta.org/
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The amount of information and paperwork, policies and procedures that you receive when 

entering a new school and community can be extensive.  Sometimes, parents just need some 

basic questions answered. We have compiled this list of questions and answers that most new 

families want to know as they begin their journey at Mitchell Elementary School. Many of the 

topics referenced here are expanded upon on the school website at 

http://mitchell.mysdhc.org/, the PTA website at www.mitchellelementaryPTA.org/, and/or 

in the Mitchell Elementary Parent Handbook for the 2015-2016 school year, that you receive 

as part of the Bobcat Welcome Kit.  Of course, feel free to contact the New Families Liaison 

anytime with any questions that you may have! 

 
Q:  What are the dropoff procedures at Mitchell? 
 
A:  The school’s back gate on Gomez Avenue is the only entrance/exit to be used during 
drop off and pickup times.  For dropoff, Mitchell offers a morning car line, where parents 
drive one-way down Gomez Avenue, beginning at 8:00 a.m., where student crossing guards 
assist students in safely exiting their vehicle and onto the sidewalk through the gate. Parents 
who choose to walk their child(ren) for dropoff should park their car legally around the school 
or in the parking lot and walk their child to the back gate (and to the child’s classroom, if 
desired). Parents who enter the building with their child, must leave through the back gate in 
which they entered. The school principal or other administrative staff stands at the gate until 
8:30 a.m., at which time the gate is closed. Students who arrive before 8:15 a.m. may either 
go to breakfast in the cafeteria or line up by grade/class on the covered court.  At 8:15 a.m., 
students may go into their classrooms. Morning Show announcements begin in every classroom 
on the television at 8:25 a.m. and the bell rings at 8:30 a.m to start the school day. Students 
arriving to school after 8:30 a.m., must be go to the main entrance of the school with their 
parent and follow the tardy procedures (see below Q&A on tardy procedures).   
 
Q: What are the pickup procedures at Mitchell? 
 
A:  Again, the school’s back gate on Gomez Avenue is the only entrance/exit to be used 
during drop off and pickup times.  Dismissal is at 2:45 p.m. on regular school days and 1:45 
p.m. on early release Mondays. At dismissal, students line up on the covered court by grade 
and class with their teachers. For pickup, parents may choose to legally park their car and 
walk up to the gate by the Kindergarten classrooms to pick up their child. There, a staff 
person will take your name and bring out your child.  As an alternative, Mitchell offers an 
afternoon car line, where parents, again, drive one-way down Gomez Avenue. Have your 
child’s car line sign (includes name/teacher/grade) in your windshield and the carline staff 
will call your child’s name over a microphone that is heard on the covered court. Your child 
will be released from the court as your vehicle approaches.  Student crossing guards will 
assist your child into the car, so parents stay in and proceed through the line. Carline does 
get busy in the afternoons, so it may take some getting used to!  
 

http://mitchell.mysdhc.org/
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Q:  Is there bus service for my child?  
 
A:  No. There is currently no bus service by Hillsborough County Public Schools to Mitchell 
Elementary. Certain after school care providers provide private transportation to their 
respective facilities. 
 
Q: What if there is a rainy day during dropoff or pickup? 
 
A:  Dropoff procedures will be the same even if there is rain.  If the “rainy day” flag is out 
on the corner of Gomez and Platt in the afternoon for pickup, then parents should park their 
cars, walk in through the back gate, and get their student(s) directly from their classroom(s).  
  
Q:  What if my child is going to be absent or late?  
 
A:  Please call in absences & late arrivals to Mitchell’s Main Line at (813) 872-5216 (& 
press 1).  This is an answering system that allows parents to notify the school of their child’s 
reason for not attending. 
 
Q:  What happens if my child is late/tardy?  
 
A:  Whenever possible, please notify the office is your child will be late due to a morning 
appointment. A child is late if he/she arrives at school after the bell rings.  If he/she is 
late/tardy due to an unforeseen circumstance, please have your student check-in at the 
guidance office to pick up a “key” to go to class. Please remember that the morning show 
announcements begin at 8:25 a.m. and the bell rings promptly at 8:30 a.m. to start classes 
for the day.  
 
Q: What is “the Morning Show”? 
 
A: The Mitchell Morning Show is run by a select few of Mitchell’s 5th graders under the 
direction of Mitchell’s Media Center Specialist, Mrs. Schmidt and Teacher, Kathy Hill. The 
morning show is broadcast from the back room of the Media Center and through a television 
set into every classroom at Mitchell. Morning announcements begin “Live at 8:25” and run 
until the morning bell rings at 8:30 a.m. Upcoming events are highlighted on the morning 
show and student achievement is often recognized, as well. There are regular guest 
appearances by students and others, to help promote accomplishments.  
 
Q:  What happens if I need to pick my child up early for an appointment?  
 
A:  If you know in advance, please notify your teacher ahead of time. You will need to 

sign your child out in the office. Do not go to the classroom first. The office will call the 

teacher to request the student’s dismissal.  Per school policy, no child may be picked up 

within 30 minutes of the school’s dismissal time (i.e. no pickups after 2:15 p.m. on regular 

school days and no pickups after 1:15 p.m. on early release days). 

 

 

 

 

 



Q: Does Mitchell require school uniforms?  

 

A: Yes, there is a mandatory school uniform policy that consists of a top that is white, 

navy or yellow that has a collar (a polo-type shirt) and either navy or khaki bottoms (shorts, 

pants, jumpers, skirts, etc.).  If a parent has a reason why their child should not participate 

in the mandatory dress code, they should contact the school main office (813) 872-5216 to 

discuss the proper opt-out procedures. 

 

Q:  Where can I purchase school uniform items?   

 

A:  Many stores carry school uniform items.  Old Navy, Target, JC Penny, and Oshkosh to 

name a few.  The PTA sells spirit t-shirts, dry fit and 50/50 blend polo shirts, hats and bling 

shirts.  Order forms will be available throughout the year. Items purchased from the store will 

be delivered to your student’s classroom.  Lands End is another great source for uniforms.  

http://www.landsend.com Go to the uniforms tab and select the Find Your School tab.  Plug 

in our preferred school ID 900131467 and you’ll get a list of approved uniform items. Our 

school emblem is on file and can be embroidered on your uniform items for an additional 

charge.   

 

Q:   Does the school have extended days or early release days? 

 

A:  Hillsborough County Public Schools participate in early release Mondays.  Every public 

school is released one hour earlier on every Monday of the school year.  Mitchell Elementary’s 

early release on Mondays is at 1:45 p.m.  

 

Q:  If my child wants to go home with someone else, whom will I notify?  
 
A:  Notifications must be in writing. Please or send a note to the teacher that gives your 
authorization for your child to leave with a specific adult.  
 
Q:  Does Mitchell provide before and after school child care?  
 
A:  There is no before care at Mitchell Elementary. The YMCA latchkey program provides 
on-site child care at Mitchell for after school. There are other off-site after school care 
programs, and some of them do offer before school care services.  All After School Programs 
are listed in a link on the school’s home website. Some provide transportation, but check 
directly with the program directly for detailed information on their respective program. 
 
Q:  Does Mitchell offer any enrichment activities before, during, or after school? 
 
A:  Mitchell Elementary offers “specials” classes as part of its curriculum during the school 
day. Students participate in art, music, and P.E. on a rotating basis each week. Through the 
Heart Strings Program, students have the opportunity to take violin during the school day (K-
3) or before/after school (grades 4-5). Every kindergartner at Mitchell participates in the 
strings program and has the option to continue in future grades. Heart Strings is unique to 
Mitchell Elementary and is parent funded on a volunteer basis. For more information on Heart 
Strings, contact Amy Quinn at chathamanq@aol.com or (678) 372-6822.  Students will also 
have the opportunity to participate in chorus where performances are held on campus during 

http://www.landsend.com/
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the school days, some evenings, and some off-campus. In music, students in grades 2-5 are 
offered an opportunity to participate in the chorus (Cub Chorus: Grades 2-3; Bobcat Chorus: 
Grades 4-5).  Additionally, 4th and 5th grade students will play the recorder during music and 
have an opportunity to practice before school on most days. Currently, there are no other 
enrichment activities offered before or after school by Mitchell.   
 
Q:  When will my child have access to the Media Center? 
 
A:   Children will have opportunities to visit the Media Center during the school day. 
Coordinate with your child’s homeroom teacher as to his/her specific schedule for visiting the 
Media Center. In addition, children together with a parent, may typically visit the Media 
Center before school, beginning at 8:00 a.m. to return books, use the computers to do school 
related activities (e.g. Fast Math, RP reading tests, etc.).  On certain days of the week, 
children may visit the Media Center before school without a parent for these activities.  
Check with your child’s teacher to see what day of the week your child’s grade level can take 
advantage of this opportunity.  On that day of the week, the student would need to request a 
“paw print” from one of the teachers on duty on the covered court that morning and bring 
the “paw print” to Mrs. Schmidt, the Media Center Specialist. 
 
Q:   What is “RP”? 
 
A:   Renaissance Place (RP) is a web-based/computer testing program used to assess 
student achievement in reading and comprehension. It stores data and provides frequent 
reports on student's progress.  RP offers thousands' of web-based tests that students will begin 
accessing in the classroom, beginning in first grade (last half of the year) and up through fifth 
grade.  Students have additional opportunities to take RP tests in the media center between 
8:00 a.m. and 8:25 a.m. when accompanied by a parent or on the student’s own, on the 
appropriate day of the week based on the student’s grade (see prior Q&A) 
 
Q:  What are my child’s options for breakfast and lunch?  
 
A:  Every student receives free breakfast each morning in the cafeteria. Breakfast is 
served from 8:00 a.m. until 8:25 a.m. Students may bring their lunch or buy it in the 
cafeteria. If they are going to buy lunch, you can deposit money into his/her account via a 
secure link on the school website. See the Parent Handbook for more information as well as 
potential eligibility for free lunch for your child. 
 
Q:  Can my child just purchase milk or juice?  
 
A:  Yes.  
 
Q:  Can I come to school and have lunch with my child? 
 
A:  At this time, Mitchell does not offer the opportunity for parents to visit with their 
child during lunch time. 
 
 
Q:  My child has a food allergy, how does the school handle this?  
 



A:  Please inform your child’s teacher and clearly state the allergy(ies) on their 
Emergency Card which were provided upon registration of your child with the school. The 
office and school nurse can provide you with specific information related to your child’s 
allergy(ies).  
 
Q: If it’s my child’s birthday, can I bring or send in treats to share with the class? 
 
A:  The school policy is that no special treats be sent in for a student’s birthday. With so 
many students, there would likely be a birthday celebration daily, which would take away 
from value instructional time with the teachers. Each grade level is permitted two class 
parties per year, which usually occur around the holidays and then again at the end of the 
school year. 
 
Q:  My child needs to take medication at school.  What do I need to do?  
 
A:  All medications will need a doctor’s prescription and a signed medical form available 
from the main office, where the school nurse/health assistant is stationed. Parents must also 
sign off on the form. All medications include over-the-counter and prescription drugs.  
 
 
Q:  What happens if my child gets sick or is injured at school?  
 
A:  In the event of an illness or injury that will require him/her to leave the school 
premises in your care, your child will be taken to the nurse’s station and you will be 
contacted at the emergency contact numbers you provide.  
 
Q:  What supplies will my child need for school?  
 
A:  You will find the lists on the school website: http://mitchell.mysdhc.org/ under 
Supply Lists. We suggest you discuss this with your child’s teacher(s), though, before buying, 
as they may have supplies that your child can use and/or may request additional or different 
supplies.  
 
Q:  What is the PTA and why should I join, become a member, or volunteer?  
 
A:  The Mitchell PTA is an organization of Mitchell parents that work closely with the 
school administration and staff to support the educational and extracurricular experience of 
all our children. Our PTA works to keep parents involved to the extent they want to be and 
offers a variety of opportunities for volunteerism, as well.   There are always exciting things 
are happening at school and any number of ways to help – you won’t want to miss out!  You’ll 
find that being aware, maintaining involvement, sharing your voice, and volunteering is 
rewarding for both you and your child(ren) and beneficial to all the students at Mitchell.   
 
Q:  How can I join the PTA?  
 

A:  Information about joining Mitchell PTA is available on the school website. You may 

also contact Monica Canale at monicacanale@gmail.com for more information. Mitchell 

Elementary is proud of the consistently high level of membership we enjoy—students, 

teachers, parents, grandparents alike! 
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Q:  How is the PTA different from the Mitchell Foundation? 

 

A:  Mitchell Elementary Foundation was established as a not-for-profit organization in 

2004, to develop a long-range improvement plan for our school.  The Foundation has 

partnered with the PTA, the School Administration and the District to make capital 

improvements, purchase equipment and supplies, and to provide support to faculty and staff.  

A few examples of items the Foundation has supplied or supported: the covered court; smart 

boards in the classrooms; playground equipment; playground maintenance and landscaping; 

perimeter fence; and more.  To learn more and/or get involved with the Mitchell Foundation, 

go to http://mitchellelementaryfoundation.org or contact John Boyer at 

johnnyboyer@me.com. Meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month at 8:00 a.m. in 

the school conference room. 

 

Q:  How do I help in my child’s classroom?  
 
A:  Any volunteer at Mitchell Elementary, whether it is in your child’s classroom, to 
chaperone a field trip, or to help on campus, must have a current SERVE form on file.  The 
SERVE form will be processed by Hillsborough County Public Schools and does include a 
background check. The form can be downloaded from the school website under PTA Forms or 
you can get one from the main office. Check with your child’s teacher as to the many 
different ways you can help him/her in the classroom. Teachers typically have a variety of 
classroom needs that can be done either in the classroom during the day or outside of the 
classroom.  
 
Q:  Can I come to school whenever I want?  
 
A: During the school day, parents should only be on the school grounds for a specific 
scheduled purpose. Some examples include a meeting with a teacher or administrative staff, 
a scheduled PTA or committee meeting, a scheduled volunteer opportunity at the school, or a 
performance.  When an event is open to parents, all parents will be notified in his/her child’s 
communication folder of the details. Whenever you visit the school, you must check in at the 
office first and receive a visitor pass.  
 
Q:  How can I get to know other parents?  
 
A:  Working in the classroom and volunteering for school activities provide terrific 
opportunities to meet other kids and parents. Ask your child’s teacher to put you in contact 
with the class homeroom teacher and feel free to reach out to the New Families Liaison to 
get connected! 
 
Q:  How do I find out what is going on at school?  
 
A:  We have compiled a list in the Welcome Letter on ways you can stay connected at 
Mitchell, whether it’s checking out the new Mitchell PTA website, joining the PTA, Dad’s 
Club, All Pro Dads, Liking the PTA on Facebook, or signing up to receive weekly Bobcat Blasts 
by email, or the monthly Bobcat Banter newsletter. Both Mitchell administration and PTA 
communicate with parents using a variety of these methods.  Additionally, you will regularly 
receive from school administration “phone tree” messages, operated through the County, 

mailto:john@johnboyerinc.com


where the school Principal will advise of any important school related matters that are 
important for parent’s to know. 
 
Q:  What if I have other questions?  
 

A:  ASK!! Ask the New Families Liaison, your child’s teacher, or office staff, depending on 

your question. Let us be a help to you as you get settled. There are no dumb questions and 

chances are your question has been asked/answered before and it will undoubtedly come up 

again! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Are you wondering where you might find other Mitchell kids playing soccer or doing 
gymnastics?  While Mitchell Elementary does not offer these types of activities, there are 
many classes, leagues, and organizations available in the area. The list below is intended to 
help steer you toward some of the programs available in the community that many of our 
Mitchell families utilize. These are by no means comprehensive activity lists, but they may 
help you get the ball rolling! 

 

* References herein to any specific organization, agency, and/or service does not constitute its endorsement or 
recommendation by Mitchell Elementary or the PTA.  

 

City Sponsored Programs (City of Tampa) 

Parks & Recreation Department for a variety of programs and classes for youth and 
adults, including athletics, arts, and camps:   
http://www.tampagov.net/dept_parks_and_recreation/ 

 

Scouts organizations 

 -Cub/Boy Scouts: Chris Givens Cubmaster   macgivens@gmail.com 

    Larry Sledge Pack Committee Chair  larry.sledge@gmail.com  

 

-Girl Scouts:  Kim Bell    kimberlycbell@hotmail.com 

   https://www.gswcf.org 

 

 

 

 

Sports Leagues/Organizations 

 

 BASEBALL  

Bayshore Little League  www.bsll.org/ 

Tampa Bay Little League  http://www.tbll.org/league/ 

 

 

 

http://www.tampagov.net/dept_parks_and_recreation/
http://www.bsll.org/
http://www.tbll.org/league/


 BASKETBALL  

Palma Ceia Presbyterian 
Church 

Palma Ceia Presbyterian 
Church 
3501 San Jose Street 
Tampa, Florida 33629 

 

http://palmaceia.org/childy
outh-sports/ 

First Baptist Church (Upward) 302 W. Kennedy Blvd. 

Tampa, FL 33606 

Contact: Claudia Lang at 
(813) 251-2425 

YMCA (South Tampa) 4411 S. Himes Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33611 

tampaymca.org/southtampa 

City of Tampa Parks & 
Recreation (Youth Programs) 

(locations vary) http://www.tampagov.net/d
ept_parks_and_recreation/pr
ograms_and_services/PROGR
AMS/YOUTH_PROGRAMS/SPO
RTS.ASP 

 

 

 

 CHEERLEADING  

Palma Ceia Presbyterian 
Church 

Palma Ceia Presbyterian 
Church 
3501 San Jose Street 
Tampa, Florida 33629 

 

http://palmaceia.org/childy
outh-sports/ 

YMCA (South Tampa) 4411 S. Himes Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33611 

tampaymca.org/southtampa 

First Baptist Church (Upward) 302 W. Kennedy Blvd. 

Tampa, FL 33606 

Contact: Claudia Lang at 
(813) 251-2425 

 

 

 

 FOOTBALL  

i-9 (locations vary) www.I9sports.com 

YMCA (South Tampa) 4411 S. Himes Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33611 

tampaymca.org/southtampa 
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 GOLF  

Mike Stevens – Golf 

   On Target Golf Schools 

(locations vary) http://mikestevensgolf.com/ 
or call (813) 251-2157 

Brianna Murphy at Rocky 
Point Golf Course 

4151 Dana Shores Drive 

Tampa FL 33634  

 

 

http://www.rockypointgc.co

m/home/ 

or call (813) 673-4316  

 

 

 

 GYMNASTICS  

Tampa Gym and Dance – 
through City of Tampa, Parks 
& Recreation (pre-k up to 
competition levels) 

6925 N. Florida Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33604 

http://www.tampagov.net/d
ept_parks_and_recreation/ 

 

Stars Gymnastics 
(recreational and 
competitive) 

2 locations: Beach Street and 
Dale Mabry 

http://www.starsgymnasticst
ampa.com/ 

or call (813) 849-8291 

Le Fleurs Gymnastics LaFleur's Tampa 

10205 Anderson Rd., Tampa, 

FL 33624  

http://www.lafleurstampa.c
om/  

or call (813) 264-5000 

 

 

 LACROSSE  

South Tampa Sticks 

   *Boys and Girls 

Anderson Elementary School 

Fields 

3910 W. Fair Oaks Ave. 

Tampa, FL 33611 

http://www.stickslax.org/ 
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 SOCCER  

Soccer Shots (locations vary) http://www.soccershots.org/
tampabay/ 

or call (813) 857-2403 

I-9 (locations vary) www.I9sports.com 

First Baptist Church (Upward) 302 W. Kennedy Blvd. 

Tampa, FL 33606 

Contact: Claudia Lang at 
(813) 251-2425 

YMCA (South Tampa) 4411 S. Himes Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33611 

tampaymca.org/southtampa 

City of Tampa Parks & 
Recreation (Youth Programs) 

(locations vary) http://www.tampagov.net/d
ept_parks_and_recreation/pr
ograms_and_services/PROGR
AMS/YOUTH_PROGRAMS/SPO
RTS.ASP 

 

 

 

 SOFTBALL (Girls)  

Bayshore Little League  www.bsll.org/ 

City of Tampa Parks & 
Recreation (Youth Programs) 

(locations vary) http://www.tampagov.net/d
ept_parks_and_recreation/pr
ograms_and_services/PROGR
AMS/YOUTH_PROGRAMS/SPO
RTS.ASP 

 

Tampa Bay Little League  http://www.tbll.org/league/ 
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 SWIMMING  

South Tampa Aquatic Team 
(STAT) 

*also offer lessons 

Palma Ceia Country Club pool 

1601 S. MacDill Ave. 

Tampa, FL 33629 

www.statswimming.com   

or call (813) 254-5012 

 

Berkley Prep Swim Team 

*Berkley Barracudas 

Berkley Preparatory pool 

4811 Kelly Road 

Tampa, FL  

http://www.berkeleyprep.or
g/swimclub?rc=0;  or  

https://www.teamunify.com
/Membership.jsp?team=fltbb 

for more information. 

Contact: Coach Kevin 
Rosepapa at (813) 885-1673 
ext. 2303 or email 
rosepkev@berkeleyprep.org. 

TBAY Swimming (at Tampa 
Prep) 

- Central location (downtown) 

Tampa Preparatory pool 

727 W. Cass St. 

Tampa, FL 33606 

For more info:  
http://www.tampabayaquati
cs.com/   

Contact: 
jen.bishop214@gmail.com  

YMCA (Interbay Glover) 4411 S. Himes Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33611 

tampaymca.org/southtampa 

 

City of Tampa Parks & 
Recreation (Aquatics) 

(locations vary) http://www.tampagov.net/d
ept_parks_and_recreation/ 

 

  

 

 TAE KWON DO  

Traditional Tae Kwon Do 8916 N. 56th Street - Tampa http://taekwondotampa.net/ 

or call (813) 988-3439 

Martial Arts Advantage 

*offers afterschool care with 
transportation 

3311 S. Dale Mabry Hwy. 

Tampa, FL  

martialartsadvantage.com  

or call 813-832-8800 

YMCA (South Tampa) 4411 S. Himes Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33611 

tampaymca.org/southtampa 
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 TENNIS  

USTA Youth Program at 
Hillsborough Community 
College (HCC) 

3901 Tampa Bay Blvd. (HCC 
Campus) 
 

http://www.tampatennis.net
/ (click on “Junior Tennis” 
link) 

or call (813) 348-1173 

City of Tampa – Sandra 
Freeman Tennis Complex on 
Davis Island 

59 Columbia Drive 

Davis Island 

contact Orlando Temple at 
oetemplejr@yahoo.com 

Harbour Island Athletic Club 900 S. Harbour Island Blvd. https://www.wellbridge.com
/harbour-island-athletic-
club/tampa/tennis 

or call (813) 202-1950 

 

 

 

 

 VOLLEYBALL  

Palma Ceia Presbyterian 
Church 

Palma Ceia Presbyterian 
Church 
3501 San Jose Street 
Tampa, Florida 33629 

 

http://palmaceia.org/childy
outh-sports/ 

Tampa One (Competitive 
Club Volleyball) 

5205 S. Lois Ave. 
Tampa, FL  33611 

 

http://www.onevb.com/ 

or email questions to:  
info@onevb.com  

Tampa United (Competitive 
Club Volleyball) 

-United Center 

-Hillsborough Community 
College 

-Tampa Preparatory School 

http://www.tampaunitedvoll
eyball.com/ 

or call (813) 787-6221 

YMCA (South Tampa) 4411 S. Himes Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33611 

tampaymca.org/southtampa 

 

 

 

 SCIENCE CLUBS  

Club Scientific South Tampa http://southtampa.clubscien
tific.com or call 813-872-
6982 
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Fine Arts/Performing Arts 

 

 ART CLASSES  

Kidz Art Hyde Park South Tampa southtampa.kidzart.com or 
call Christy Clement at 813-
872-7603 

Beth Kokol 
3318 W Bay to Bay Blvd  
Tampa FL 33629 

 

http://bethkokolarts.com/ 

or call (813) 334-5100 

Painting with a Twist 2821 S MacDill Ave  
Tampa, FL 33629 

http://www.paintingwithatw
ist.com/tampa/ 

City of Tampa Parks & 
Recreation 

(locations vary) http://www.tampagov.net/d
ept_parks_and_recreation/ 

 

 

 

 MUSIC  

Don Banks Music 

*offers lessons and 
instruments to buy/rent 

3628 Henderson Blvd 
Tampa FL 33609 

http://www.donbanksmusic.com/ 

or call (813) 872-6008 

Leopold School of Music 

*offers piano lessons and 
classical voice lessons 

3603 W Azeele St. 

Tampa, FL 33609 

Contact Esther Leopold 813-253-
3339   

 

 

 DANCE  

Miss Lisa’s Dance (Dance and 
Theatre) 

3805 W San Miguel 
St  Tampa, FL 33629 

http://www.mslisasdancestudio.c
om/ 

(813) 253-5472 

Karl & DiMarco (Dance Studio 
and Theatre) 

4053 Henderson 
Blvd  Tampa, FL 33629 

http://karlanddimarco.com/ 

(813) 289-3666 

New Level Dance Company 5135 W Cypress 
St  Tampa, FL 33607 

 www.newleveldance.com 

or call (813) 831-6999 

Brucie Klay 3601 S. Manhattan 
Avenue 

Tampa, FL  33629 

http://brucieklays.com/ 

or call (813) 837-0387 
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 THEATRE/PERFORMING 
ARTS 

 

Patel Conservatory 
(through the Straz 
Performing Arts Center) 

1010 North W.C. 
Macinnes Place 

Tampa, FL 33602 

http://www.patelconservatory.org/ 

or call: (813) 222-1002 

 

Tampa Creative Camps 3401 Henderson Blvd. 

Tampa, FL 33609 

http://www.tampacreativecamps.com/ 

or call (813) 410-5682 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Community Resources 

 

 PEDIATRIC/FAMILY DENTISTS  

Ron O’Neal 3733 W. Neptune St. 

Tampa, FL 33629 

http://www.tampabayfamilyd
entist.com/index.php/about-
us-3/40-dr-ron-o-neal 

call: (813) 253-5303 

Lesley Rudolph 3224 Henderson Blvd. 

Tampa, FL 33609 

http://tampapedo.com/ 

call: (813) 874-0111 

TLC Pediatrics 3223 S. Dale Mabry Hwy. 

Tampa, FL  

http://www.tlc4kidz.com/ 

call: (813) 876-4370 

Mike McIllwain 4710 N. Habana Avenue 
Suites 203 and 207 
Tampa, FL 33614 

http://mcilwaindentistry.com
/ 

call: (813) 879-8097 

Christopher Bulnes 3906 W. Neptune Street 

Tampa, FL 33629 

http://www.southtampadenta
loffice.com 

call: (813) 259-9000 

Michael C. Gribbin 3706 West Swann Avenue, 
Tampa, Florida 33609              

http://www.michaelcgribbind
md.com/  

Call: 813-872-9220 

Jerry Copeland 4501 N. Armenia Ave. 

Tampa, FL 33603 

http://www.mykidsteeth.com
/ 

call: (813) 879-7167 
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 PEDIATRIC PHYSICIANS  

HealthPoint Pediatrics (South 
Tampa):   

1202 S. Church Ave. 

Tampa, FL 33629 

http://www.healthpointmedic
algroup.com/ 

(813) 254-7079 

Pediatric Healthcare 
Alliance: 

3222 W. Azeele Street 

Tampa, FL 33609 

https://www.pedialliance.co
m  or call: (813) 872-8491 

George Springer (Spectra 
Wellness)  *Focus on 
Naturopathic doctor for 
children 

Armenia Avenue http://lifeworkswellnesscente
r.com/staff/dr-george-
springer/ 

 

  

Activities/Camps for non-school days 
 

• Bricks 4 Kidz!    *After school, summer camp and school break programs for LEGOs! 
http://www.bricks4kidz.com/florida-tampa-wesleychapel/ 

 
• KidzArt   
http://clement.kidzart.com or call Christy Clement at 813-872-7603 
 
• Club Scientific   
http://southtampa.clubscientific.com or call 813-872-6982 

 
• Glazer Children's Museum  
http://glazermuseum.org/ 

 
• Florida Aquarium 
http://www.flaquarium.org/ 

 
• Lowry Park Zoo 
http://www.lowryparkzoo.com/ 

 
• Tampa Bay History Center 
http://www.tampabayhistorycenter.org/ 

 
• IKEA Tampa Kids Academy   *Free activities for kids on school break days.  
http://www.ikea.com/us/en/store/tampa/activities 

 
• Tampa Creative Camps 
http://www.tampacreativecamps.com/ 

  
• YMCA – South Tampa (Programs/Camps) 
tampaymca.org/southtampa  
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• City of Tampa:   
http://www.tampagov.net/dept_parks_and_recreation/  

 

 

Gyms/Health Clubs/Group Training 

- FITT Group Personal Training with (Mitchell Moms) 

- LA Fitness 

- Palma Ceia Country Club 

- YMCA – South Tampa 

- Harbour Island Athletic Club  
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Mitchell Elementary Parent Handbook 

Our School Motto: To Be The Best, Give your Best! 

2016-2017 

 

We welcome those of you who are returning to Mitchell Elementary for this school term, and 
a special welcome to those of you who are entering Mitchell for the first time.  We hope you 
will find a warm, friendly atmosphere in our school.  It is our sincere hope that this handbook 
will help you have a better understanding of school policies and procedures.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call the school.  We are here to serve you 
and your children.  Please visit our website at http://mitchell.mysdhc.org for additional 
information.  

 

Parent/ Student Information 

 

Daily Schedule/Arrival and Dismissal Times 

All students will enter the school through the back gate located on Gomez Ave. For security 
purposes all other gates will be closed. 

 8:00 - 8:15  Students line up by grade underneath the covered court 

 8:15  Students may enter the building and go directly to class 

 8:30  School starts 

 8:31  Considered tardy 

 2:45  Dismissal * 

                                   *Every Monday is early release Dismissal is at 1:45. 

 

 

Staff members will supervise students on the covered court from 8:00 A.M. to 8:15 A.M.  The 
breakfast schedule is from 8:00 A.M. to 8:25 A.M.  Parents should not have their children 
arrive at school prior to 8:00 A.M. because there is no supervision until the staff is on duty at 
8:00 A.M.  

 

Please help us protect the instructional time at school by ensuring your child comes to school 
on time each day, ready with everything that he/she may need.  We also ask that you do not 
pick up students prior to our dismissal time. Each time we call for a student, we interrupt 
instruction and take precious time away from teacher/student contact. Please do not ask us 
to interrupt the classroom. 

 

Important Phone Numbers 



We are providing a list of school extensions that may be of assistance to you.  Please don't 
hesitate to call Mitchell’s School Office at 872-5216 if you have any questions or concerns.  

Attendance …… Ext. 400  

Guidance Counselor Ext. 225  

Mitchell Lunchroom Ext. 227  

Health Assistant/Nurse………  Ext. 226 

 

PTA Officers for 2016-17 

 

President…………………………………. Deb Sledge              Treasurer…………………...Melissa Troxel  

VP - President in Training………………   Jeff Pegler                Corresponding Secretary…. 
Christiana Thompson 

Vice-Pres - Ways & Means………………. Nicole Mulrooney    Recording Secretary…….......Myra 
Denman Black 

Vice-Pres- Volunteers & Membership……. Catie Witherspoon  

 

Our PTA offers a variety of opportunities for voluntarism.  Choose to work on campus, at 
home, or both.  Lots of exciting things are happening at school – you won’t want to miss out!  
You’ll find that volunteering is rewarding for both you and your child(ren).  Please contact us 
to find out how you can participate!  For more information, please contact Catie 
Witherspoon, at 813-335-0118 or volunteer@mitchellelementarypta.org or visit 
www.mitchellelementarypta.org. 

 

General Information 

 

School Parties/Birthday Parties, Etc. 

Each grade level is allowed two class parties per year.  One usually comes before the Winter 
Holiday and the second before the end of school.  Parents are reminded not to send cupcakes 
or other treats for birthdays or other special occasions.  This would pose a problem for the 
teachers and teams when one teacher's class receives treats and another team member's class 
does not.  In addition, we would be celebrating some special event on a daily basis at the 
expense of valuable instructional time, not to mention giving our children excessive amounts 
of sugary sweets. 

 

Parents Requesting Classmates' Addresses 

We are not able to provide a birthday/address list. We also request that party invitations not 
be distributed at school.  The Mitchell Directory/Calendar has many phone numbers and 
addresses and is available through the Mitchell Elementary PTA.   

 

Homework - How Parents Can Help 



1. Have a quiet place set aside -- a table or desk where homework is to be done. 

2. Set a specific time for homework: 

 a. as soon as child gets home and gets comfortable 

 b. after play, but at least one hour before dinner 

 c. right after dinner, before television 

If your child experiences difficulty with his/her homework, please write the teacher a note or 
call your child's teacher during his/her planning time.  If for some reason you cannot reach 
the teacher, please do not hesitate to call the school at 872-5216.  Someone will help you. 

 

 

Parent Communication 

We are an informed community of child advocates with the common goal of student success. 
As such, we strive to maintain a relevant and open line of communication between school 
personnel and home. The Mitchell PTA sends out weekly email blasts (BOBCAT BLAST) every 
Wednesday with important information about school related activities for the week.  We also 
publish a quarterly newsletter (BOBCAT BANTER) and send it out via email.  In order to 
receive the Blast and the Banter electronically, you will need to provide your email address.  
Please see www.mitchellelementarypta.org to register.   

 

Please note you must RE-REGISTER for communications EVERY YEAR. Please do this right away 
so you do not miss any important communication from school or your PTA. 

 

Student Transfers 

It takes one day to process a child's record when he/she is moving.  Please notify the office 
one day prior to your departure in order that we may prepare your child's records.  If an 
emergency arises and you cannot give us a one-day notice, please make every effort to notify 
us as soon as possible. 

 

Attendance Line (872-5216 & press 1) 

This year, we will continue the use of the Attendance Line.  This line is for parents to call to 
report student absences 24 hours a day.  The line will have an answering device that will 
allow you, as parents, to let the school know when your child will be out of school.  

 

 

STRICTLY ENFORCED! Change of PICK-UP: For your child’s safety no child will be dismissed 
from school by a different method than the one established unless the school receives a 
written note by 10:00 A.M. Please email teacher and fax a note to 813-356-1662. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Illness/Health/Conduct 

 

 

Illness or Accident at School 

Many times children become too ill to remain at school.  In all fairness to your child and to 
others, it is of utmost importance that we have on file the following information: 

 

1. Name, address, phone number of parents or guardian (should include business phone) 

2. Emergency numbers:  Name and phone number of relative, friend or neighbor, should 
your child need home care and you cannot be reached 

 

Please make every effort to keep the office informed of any changes in the status of the 
information listed above. 

 

 

School Discipline Policies 

We firmly believe in the right of every child to have the best academic instruction and the 
happiest school life we are able to provide.  We enjoy praising the successes of all of our 
students and believe that praise and success are the keys to good discipline. 

 

In order to guarantee your child and all the students in the classroom the excellent learning 
climate they deserve, we will continue our positive disciplinary policies. 

 

We believe all students can behave appropriately.  Certain rules and consequences have been 
developed to aid students in making appropriate decisions governing their behavior.  These 
rules and consequences will vary slightly from grade level to grade level, but in general, they 
will be consistent throughout the school. 

 

Please be aware that some behaviors cannot be tolerated in school.  Students who commit 
offenses such as fighting, destroying property, using profanity or continuing repeated offenses 
will be sent to the office immediately and the appropriate consequences will be 
administered. 

 

Pediculosis (Head Lice) 

It is HCPS policy that a child will be excluded from school when this condition exists.  The 
school takes special precautions and checks students' hair on a continued basis.  If you, as 
parents, will also check on a continued basis, this will assist us at school. 



 

Health Screening 

School Health Services Program conducts health-screening activities at various times during a 
child's school experience.  Screening activities occur based upon guidelines established by the 
Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services and local school health personnel.  School 
health screening may include the following activities:  vision screening; hearing screening; 
measurement of height, weight and dental screening.  Parents will be notified prior to any 
screening that takes place in school. 

 

School Meal Information 

 

School Breakfast and Lunch Programs and Prices 

We provide children the opportunity to participate in our breakfast and lunch programs at 
Mitchell.  Breakfast is served from 8:00-8:25 each morning, and lunch is served between 
10:15-1:00 each day.  Lunch menus are available online and are also available in the 
cafeteria. 

 

Lunch & Breakfast Prices 

 

Full price lunch $2.25 Full breakfast Free to all students 

  

We have an easy and efficient method for parents who are interested in paying for their 
child's meals by the week or longer.  Parents will receive information explaining our lunch 
program in the first day packet as well as the opening school mail out. 

 

Applying for free and reduced meal benefits is now easier than ever with the NEW online 
application center!  

 

 Complete in the comfort of your home or office 

 Follow easy, step-by-step instructions 

 Available online 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

 Avoid delays through school or U.S. mail 

 Available in English and Spanish  

 

For more information or to complete an application log on to: www.sdhc.k12.fl.us . 

 

Healthy Meals Express Application Center  

2920 N 40th St, Tampa, FL 33605 

Telephone: (813)840-7066 



 

Meal Status/Meal Prepay Hotline: 1-866-544-5575 (Be sure to have your child’s ID number 
available.)   

  

In the interest of fairness…we ask that you do not bring restaurant-bought 

lunches into school for your child. While it may make your student happy, others might feel 
badly. 

 

Due to scheduling and space, we cannot accommodate parents in the cafeteria at lunch. 

 

Snacks 

Please make sure that your child does not bring candy, chewing gum, or other food items to 
school.  Children may bring a dessert or a snack with their lunch if they bring their lunch from 
home.  We ask that they eat this dessert or snack at lunchtime only.  Exceptions may be 
needed, and teachers will communicate this need to parents. 

 

Uniform Policy/Dress Code/ Parent Conference 

 

Dress Code 

Mitchell has adopted the following Mandatory School Uniform Policy.  Any student who does 
not participate must follow the County's guidelines, which are provided by an “Opt Out” 
procedure.  For more information, please contact the school office and set up a conference 
with our school principal. 

 

The school uniform consists of the following: 

1. White, navy or yellow top with a collar (knit shirt, regular shirt or blouse) 

2. Navy or khaki bottom (shorts, long pants, skirt or jumper) 

3. No athletic shorts or items with sports logos 

4. Top part must be tucked into the bottom part of the uniform 

 

Uniforms can be found at a variety of stores and do not require special purchase from a 
particular supplier.  Mitchell patches are available for purchase in the front office for $1.25. 
Spirit shirts are sold by the PTA and may be worn on Fridays with uniform bottoms. 

 

For those students not wearing uniforms, please note the following: 

1. Clothing should be non-disruptive and appropriate for the learning environment. 

2. The following will be classified as disruptive or inappropriate clothing: tank tops, hats 
worn indoors,  

 ankle-length dresses, bare midriffs, halter tops, short-shorts, see through material 



 

All students are required to conform to the following: 

1. Shoes or sandals should be securely fastened to the feet and of a reasonable heel 
height; therefore, NO thongs or clogs. Crocs should not be worn. They do not fit the feet 
securely. 

2. Hair should be clean and neatly groomed. 

3. General appearance of students should reflect neatness and good personal hygiene. 

 

Labeling Student's Clothing 

Please label your child's clothing (coats, sweaters, etc.) so that it will be easily identified and 
returned if it is misplaced.  After a reasonable time, unclaimed clothing or articles will be 
sent to a local charity. 

 

Parent Visitation 

For your child's protection, we are asking that anyone coming to the school report to the 
office for a visitor's pass.  This procedure will assure the staff that the visitor has been 
cleared by the office.  (Thank you for your cooperation.)  Visitors on the campus who have 
not registered in the office will be asked to leave immediately. 

 

Conference with Teachers 

The faculty encourages at least two parent-teacher conferences during the year.  Please keep 
in mind these conferences cannot be held during the school day when the teacher is working 
with the children.  A conference may be scheduled during the teacher's conference time, 
before or after school, and on conference days.  We will make every effort to communicate 
effectively with parents. 

 

Dismissal Information 

 

The last page of this handbook has our Drop-off & Pick-up procedures and a map that will 
assist you. 

 

More About Dismissal Pickup 

 

Car signs with student information will be provided by the school to assist in identifying the 

child (ren) you will be picking up along with their teacher’s name. 

 

Walkers will exit the campus at 2:45 p.m. with their designated teacher and begin walking 
home. 

 

 



Day Care Vans:  Kindergarten through fifth grade students will be escorted by staff members 
to the designated daycare area and placed in the appropriate vehicles. After school DayCare 
pick-up will be in the front of the school. 

 

Latch Key: Designated staff members will escort kindergarten through fifth grade students to 
the Latchkey area where they will meet with their YMCA counselor. Latchkey will be housed 
in the cafeteria and parent pick-up will be on Gomez Ave. 

 

Rainy Day Procedures:  If the flag is in place at the corner of Gomez and Platt this will signal 
parents to park their cars and pick up students directly from their classrooms starting at 2:45 
P.M. Students who ride a daycare van will be called over the intercom.  Students who are 
walkers will stay in the classroom until the rain lightens or until they are picked up.  Special 
Note:  Please have a plan for rainy days.  We have limited telephone facilities at Mitchell 
Elementary, and they are for business only.  Therefore, it is imperative that your child has a 
rainy day plan.  In case of illness and/or emergency, we will allow the children to call home.  
Anyone picking up a child on a rainy day dismissal should know the child's teacher's name! 

 

Bicycle Safety 

If your child rides a bicycle to school, be sure he knows and abides by the traffic rules, which 
apply to the use of bicycles.  Please be sure your child is wearing a safety helmet while riding 
his/her bike. Bicycles will be parked in the bike racks on the south side of the covered court 
facing Gomez Avenue. The school is not responsible for lost or stolen bicycles. 

 

Sun Protection  

Our boys and girls will be outside for line-up in the morning and afternoon. They will also be 
outside for PE and lunch each day. Please be sure that you take the necessary precautions to 
protect your child’s skin with sunscreen. It would be most beneficial if applying sunscreen 
became a daily morning routine prior to school. 

 

MORNING DROP OFF AND AFTERNOON DISMISSAL PROCEDURE 

 

Morning Drop Off 

• Traffic will flow in a northern direction on Gomez Avenue arriving at the back of the 
school.  No other gates will be open and available for drop off.  The back gate of the school 
will be the only gate used for this purpose. 

• Parents are encouraged to enter the car line on Gomez Avenue via Azeele or 
MacDill/Platt. 

• Tips for an efficient drop-off for the safety of all: 

o Cease all cell phone usage within 100 yards of the school 

o Parents are to remain in vehicles. Students may only exit once your vehicle is stopped 
and adjacent to the sidewalk that borders the school campus along Gomez.  They should 
never exit prior to passing the intersection of Gomez and Platt. 



o Students should be prepared to exit the vehicle quickly from the passenger side, with 
the assistance from student safety patrols.  Lunch boxes and backpacks should be ready.  
Safety patrols are available to assist with drop off until 8:25. 

o Limit conversations such as lengthy goodbyes to allow traffic to proceed efficiently. 

o Pull all the way forward before allowing students to exit the vehicle to allow traffic to 
flow quicker.   

o Bungalow Park from Cleveland/Kennedy is not a cut-through for Car line as this is our 
staging area for Day care vehicles.  

o Do not pass any vehicles in the car line. 

o Do not wait until the last minute to drop students off. 

Afternoon Pick Up 

 There are 4 ways from which you must select on the 1st day of school and follow each 
day for how your child will go home.  Any changes to this initial selection must be 
communicated in advance and in writing to your child’s teacher.  Emails may not be checked 
prior to dismissal so early notification is the best way to ensure your child is in the right 
place. 

1. Car Line- This is the most efficient, preferred and common departure for students.  If 
you choose this option you will follow the procedures listed above.  Students will be escorted 
out to the covered court by teachers and sit quietly until their name is announced over the PA 
system.  At that time, students will walk to the car line waiting area outside of the gate and 
watch for their vehicles to come to a stop to enter.  Please ensure that you pull all the way 
forward to the front of the car line at all times.  We will have a staff member on the corner 
of Platt and Gomez to direct traffic and retrieve student names.  Please ensure that your 
student name placard is viewable at all times. 

2. Student walk up gate- This is a newly designated area for the 2016/17 school year 
located at the South East corner of the campus off of Bungalow Park next to our Kindergarten 
classrooms.  This is the only point at which parents are able to walk up and retrieve students.  
We encourage you to park in the visitor lot on Platt and Bungalow or walk from surrounding 
neighborhoods.  Students will be transported to the waiting area inside the Kindergarten 
courtyard and will sit quietly until their name is called.  We will have a staff member standing 
at the gate with a Bullhorn.  Please line up in a single file line along the sidewalk. You will 
give that person your child’s name and they will announce it. At that time, the student will 
walk forward to meet you. 

3. Day Care- Students will be transported to a designated waiting area on campus for 
YMCA Latch Key, Branch Academy, or any of the other providers who supply vehicle 
transportation from Mitchell to their facility.  Latchkey students will be taken to the 
cafeteria, Branch Academy will go with their class to the covered court and will be dismissed 
to Branch staff from there, and daycare vans will meet in the main hallway for exit to the 
vehicles on Bungalow. 

4. Walkers across Kennedy- These students will meet Mrs. Cannella and Mrs. Lambert in 
their designated area by the media center.  They will then be walked across Kennedy Blvd to 
walk home on their own. 

 

 



Parking Procedure 

 

• If you choose to park, please find a legal parking place.  There will be no parking on 
Gomez Avenue as that is where our car line will flow.  Please do not park in any of the 
neighbors’ parking lots, private property or access ways on Gomez or in the Greater Tampa 
Association of Realtors (GTAR) parking lots off of Cleveland.  This is private property and they 
have the right to tow your vehicle at your expense.   This happens frequently to those that 
disobey posted signage on private property. 

• Please cross the streets at the corners using the crosswalks.  Jay walking is not safe 
and puts yourself and students at risk. 

• Parking Reminders: 

o Parking is not permitted at any time on the median on Bungalow 

o Parking is not permitted at any time on Platt or Gomez Street 

o Double parking is not permitted at any time on any street. 

o Tampa Police Department will issue tickets to those in violation of parking regulations 
and speed limits. 

o District Resource officers will intervene at times and issue verbal warnings and civility 
notices to those who continually violate any parking or drop off/pick up procedures. 

o Parking is available in our Parent Parking lot on Platt and Bungalow Park. 

Rainy Day Pick-Up Procedure 

• When weather is inclement or an approaching storm with lightning is present or 
nearby, we will implement the following procedures: 

 If time allows we will send out a text through our Parent Link system to alert you of 
the Rainy Day pick up. 

 An orange flag will be in place on the corner of Gomez and Platt to signal parents to 
park their cars legally and you will pick your child up directly from their teacher in the 
classroom.  Please make sure that anyone who picks your child up knows which classroom 
they are in. 

Thank you for your support and cooperation.  With your assistance, this procedure will be safe 
and efficient for all of our Mitchell students and families. 

 

Please share these procedures with all individuals responsible for transporting your child.  
Extra copies are available upon request. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Mitchell Elementary School 

After School Day Care Facilities 
The following Day Care Facilities have a pick-up scheduled at Mitchell Elementary after school dismissal at 

2:45pm.  Please feel free to call to schedule your child with the facility that meets your needs. 

ACADEMIC AFTER CARE 

Dennis Diorio 

4203 El Prado  

Tampa, FL 33629 

813-832-2600 

Afternoon Pick Up 

KIDDIE KOLLEGE 

4319 West Fair Oaks Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33611 

813-837-4444 

Afternoon Pick Up 

AFTER KICKS 

1607 W. Cleveland Street 

Tampa, FL 33606 

813-254-8833 

Afternoon Pick Up 

LATCHKEY YMCA(Afternoon only) 

At Mitchell Elementary 

Cafeteria 

813-223-2895 

BEACH PARK ACADEMY 

1509 S Clark Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33629 

www.beachparkacademy.webs.com 

(813) 281-9388 

MARTIAL ARTS ADVANTAGE 

3313 S. Dale Mabry Highway 

Tampa, FL  33629 

(813) 230-9789 

afternoon pick-up available 

BRANCH ACADEMY 

2909 W. Azeele Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33609 

813-875-9999 

Afternoon Pick Up 

MRS. NICHOLS 

Transportation Service from school to Kate Jackson 

Park, Boys and Girls Club & YMCA 

813-956-0185 

Ms. RUSSELL TRANSPORTATION 

813-802-7998 

CARLTON ACADEMY DAY SCHOOL 

Michael Mcgunness 

205 N Brush St 

Tampa, FL 33602 

813-944-2856 

PRIMROSE SCHOOL OF SOUTH TAMPA 

1700 W Kennedy Blvd 

Tampa, FL 33606 

813-876-1000 

CHILDREN’S NEST 

2601 W. DeLeon Street 

Tampa, FL 33609 

813-876-1763 

Pickup 4Year Olds 

Morning Drop Off & Afternoon Pick Up 

SEABORN DAY SCHOOL BEACH PARK 

4101 W. Estrella Street 

Tampa, FL 33629 

813-282-4744 

Afternoon Pick Up 

CREATIVE CAMPS  (Jackie) 

3401 Hendersen Blvd 

Tampa, FL 33609 

813-410-5682 

STAR GATE ACADEMY 

3807 W Swann Ave 

Tampa, FL 33609 

813-871-3001 

FUSSELL LEARNING ACADEMY 

1000 N MacDill Ave 

Tampa, FL 33603 

813-873-3603 

TRADITIONAL TAE KWON-DO 

3617 Henderson Blvd Ste C 

Tampa, FL 33609 

813-350-9400 

HYDE PARK DAY SCHOOL 

909 Horatio Street 

Tampa, FL 33606 

813-251-8173 

Afternoon Pick Up 

VIP CHILD CARE INCORP. 

3712 W. McKay Avenue 

Tampa, FL 33609 

813-876-2487  

Morning Drop Off & Afternoon Pick Up 

http://www.beachparkacademy.webs.com/


Mitchell Elementary School PTA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happiness is … being a Mitchell Bobcat! 

 

Calendar At-A-Glance 2015-2016 

August   18 Back to School Breakfast 7:30a.m. *Teachers only    

   20 First Day Packet Stuffing 9:30a.m.   Cafeteria 

24 Meet the Teacher 1:00-2:30 p.m. *Students and Parents 

25 FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

25 Tears & Cheers Welcome Breakfast- New Families & Kindergarten 8:30-9:30 

a.m.   Media Center 

 

September  1 PTA General Meeting 6:30 p.m. Cafeteria *Parents & Teachers 

   2 PTA Board Meeting 8:45 a.m. Media Center 

7 Labor Day – No School 

10 Open House 6:00-8:00 p.m. *Parents & Teachers 

   11 Fun Run - Pep Rally 

25 Fun Run 2015 

   30-1 RIF Distribution 

    

October   1 Family Skate Night 6:00-8:00 p.m. United Skates of America 

    7 PTA Board Meeting 8:45 a.m. Media Center 

   7 International Walk to School Day 

   8 Conference Night 3:30-8:00 p.m. *Parents & Teachers 

8-14 Fall Book Fair – Media Center 

   16 School Picture Day! SMILE! 

   20 PTA General Membership Meeting 6:30 - Cub Chorus Presentation 

   22 Spirit Night – Yogurtology 

23 Spirit Day *Sponsoring 5th Grade Events – All Students    

 26 No School 

 

November  4 PTA Board Meeting 8:45 a.m.  Media Center 

   11 Veterans Day – No School 

   13 Mitchell Family Fun Fest 

   18 School Picture Day! RETAKES! 

    19 Men’s Bobcat Breakfast & Great American Teach-In 

   23-27 Thanksgiving Holiday – No School 

 

December  4 Spirit Day *Sponsoring 5th Grade Events – All Students 

6-12 Literacy Week at Barnes & Noble *Parents & Students 

   11 PTA Board Meeting 9:00 a.m. Barnes & Noble 

   17 Bobcat Chorus Performance 6:30 p.m. Cafeteria 



   21-1/1 Winter Break – No School 

 

January   4 School Resumes 

   6 PTA Board Meeting 8:45 a.m. Media Center 

   14 Family Skate Night 6:00-8:00 p.m. United Skates of America 

   15 Spirit Day *Sponsoring 5th Grade Events – All Students 

    18 Martin Luther King Jr. Day – No School 

   19 Non-Student Day – No School 

   22 Class Pictures/ Group pictures 

   29 Kindergarten/New Family Open House 8:00 a.m. 

 

February  3 PTA Board Meeting 8:45 a.m. Media Center 

   5 Fair Day – No School 

   11-12 RIF Distribution 

   12 Talent Show Act I – K-3rd Grade – 6:00 p.m. Cafeteria   

   25 Heritage Night 

 

March   2 PTA Board Meeting 8:45 Media Center 

   4 Movie Night  ** Movie TBA ** 

    8 PTA General Meeting & Bobcat Chorus Presentation 6:30 PM 

   10 Conference Night 3:30-8:30 *Parents & Teachers 

   11 Field Day 

   14-18 Spring Break 

   24 Spirit Day *Sponsoring 5th Grade Events – All Students 

   25 Non Student Day – No School 

   31 Spirit Night – Yogurtology 

 

April   2 Mitchell Golf Tournament – Westchase Golf& Country Club 

    6 PTA Board Meeting 8:45 Media Center 

   7 Art Night/Show 

11th –  May 6th  School wide Testing  

   15 Individual Picture Day! SMILE! (NO uniform) 

   22 Spirit Day *Sponsoring 5th Grade Events – All Students 

   29 Talent Show Act II – 4th & 5th Grade – 6:00 p.m. Cafeteria 

   25-29 Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week 

 

May   6 Women’s Bobcat Breakfast 

   10 PTA General Meeting & Cub Chorus Presentation 6:30 p.m. 

   10-11 RIF Distribution 

13 5th Grade Picnic 

18 PTA Board Meeting 8:45 a.m. Media Center - New Board run & cross training 

   TBD Spring Book Fair! BOGO! 

   30 Memorial Day – No School 

 

June   8 Clap Out and 5th Grade Awards *5TH grade parents 

   9 5TH Grade Memory Book Signing & Breakfast 

   10 Last Day of School – 12:15 p.m. Dismissal 
 

 

 



 

 

 



Student Calendar 

Students’ First Day of School August 10, 2016 

Labor Day Holiday September 5, 2016 

End of 1st Grading Period October 7, 2016 

Non-Student Day October 10, 2016 

Veteran’s Day Holiday November 11, 2016 

Fall Break Nov 21, 2016 - Nov 25, 2016 

Students Return to School November 28, 2016 

End of 2nd Grading Period December 16, 2016 

Winter Break Dec 19, 2016 - Dec 30, 2016 

Non-Student Day January 2, 2017 

Students Return to School January 3, 2017 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday January 16, 2017 

Florida State Fair Day (West Hillsborough 
Students ONLY) 

February 10, 2017 

President's Day February 20, 2017 

Strawberry Festival Day (Area 6 Schools Only) March 6, 2017 

End of 3rd Grading Period March 10, 2017 

Spring Break Mar 13, 2017 - Mar 17, 2017 

Students Return to School March 20, 2017 

Non-Student Day April 14, 2017 

End of 4th Grading Period May 26, 2017 

Last Day of School May 26, 2017 

  
Student Early Release Dates 

Each Monday - One Hour Early Release 
Last Day of School - 2.5 Hours Early 



 


